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Dr. Adrian Percy

Adrian is the Executive Director of the N.C. Plant Sciences Initiative at North Carolina State University. The N.C. 
PSI seeks to deliver impact to the farm through mission-based science, public private partnerships and 
entrepreneurship. He is a Venture Partner at DYDX Capital, a technology and life sciences venture capital 
investor and serves on several boards, including those of Nufarm, BioLumic and FA Bio. He also hosts the 
AgTech360 podcast. Prior to joining NC State, Adrian served as the Chief Technology Officer of UPL Ltd and 
was previously the Head of Global Research and Development of Bayer Cropscience. 

Dr. Kelly Smith, is the COO, Sable Fermentation, Inc. She has more than 20 years’ experience building 
and leading research and development teams, as well as characterizing, registering, scaling and 
commercializing products in agricultural and industrial biotechnology. She has experience in R&D leadership, 
IP strategy, regulatory strategy, scale-up, commercialization and tech transfer for a variety of products and 
organizations. She has a BS in Chemical Engineering from Michigan State University and a MS and PhD in 
Environmental Engineering Science from Caltech.
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Dr. Natalie Breakfield is Chief Science Officer, NewLeaf Symbotics. In this position, she directs research 
programs for testing and validating products for sustainable agriculture made with pink pigmented facultative 
methylotrophs (PPFMs) technology. She obtained an M.S. in Molecular and Cellular Biology from University of 
Missouri - Kansas City, a Ph.D. in Genetics and Genomics from Duke University, and was a Ruth L. Kirschstein
postdoctoral fellow at University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill. She has been a member of the board of 
directors of the International Alliance for Phytobiomes Research (Phytobiomes Alliance) since 2020. Natalie is 
passionate about bringing effective technologies to the market to benefit both people and the planet.

Joshua Arnie is Associate Director of Plant Toxicology & Biologics with 19 years of experience conducting 
ecotoxicology testing to support regulatory risk assessments. He became interested in toxicology while 
conducting his thesis on acquisition and retention of a conditioned response in Nile tilapia exposed to malathion 
at Washington College. He joined Wildlife International in May 2007 and in 2017 he transitioned to managing 
the aquatic and terrestrial plant testing program. In 2018, he joined the steering committee for the SETAC 
Global Plants Interest Group, which he currently co-chairs. Joshua has been working with MCPAs for the last 
decade, validating and analyzing test solution samples using plating methods.
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