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Government Affairs Committee

BPIA 2026 Annual Meeting
March 5, 2026

10:30am



Our government affairs meeting will provide an overview of BPIA’s 
government affairs activities and highlight key legislative priorities that 
are central to our advocacy efforts. While also providing insights on this 

upcoming midterm elections and Platform10.
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Objective



1. Intro

2. Plant Biostimulant Act of 2025

3. Legislative Momentum

4. Appropriations 

5. Partnerships

6. Midterm Outlook: Kirin Kennedy CEO/Founding Partner, KR Public Affairs

7. Platform10: Keith Pitts,SVP, ProFarm Group

8. Adjourn
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Agenda
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Government Affairs Co-Chairs

Keith Pitts
Company: Pro Farm Group

Contact: kpitts@profarmgroup.com

Jeffrey Smith
Company: Valent USA

Contact: jeff.smith@valent.com
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Reintroduced: Plant Biostimulant Act of 2025, 
H.R. 3738, S.1907

Define Plant Biostimulants: Establish a 
clear federal definition for plant 

biostimulants, and amending from 
FIFRA.

Clarify Regulatory Status: Exclude 
plant biostimulants from regulation 

under the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), 

thereby providing a consistent and 
predictable path to market for these 

products.

Soil health study: Evaluate how plant 
biostimulants contribute to soil quality, 

sustainability, and agricultural 
productivity.



PBA: 119th Co-Sponsors
House Senate
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Jimmy Panetta (D-CA)

Rep. James R. Baird (R-IN-4)

Rep. Nikki Budzinski (D-IL-13)

Rep. Brian K. Fitzpatrick (R-PA-1)

Rep. Bradley Scott Schneider (D-IL-10)

Rep. Michael Lawler (R-NY-17)

Rep. Deborah K. Ross (D-NC-2)

Roger “Doc” Marshall (R-KS)

Alex Padilla (D-CA)

Ted Budd (R-NC)



Legislative Momentum

Farm 
Bill

• The Farm, 
Food, and 
National 
Security Act 
of 2026, 
H.R. 7567

• Bi-partisan 
package

Unanimous 
Consent

• Senate 
posture

• Bipartisan
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NSCEB

• National       
Security 
Commission 
on Emerging 
Biotech

• Timing 
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PRIA FY27 Appropriations

Requested Funding: $166M total
• $147.1M (EP&M Account ~85%)
• Remaining 15% via STAG and S&T accounts

FinalSenateHousePresident’s BudgetEP&M Funding

$109.363$109.363$102.363$79.800FY 2019

$107.046$107.046$96.135$85.679FY 2020

$109.000$107.046$107.046$89.400FY 2021

$110.196$110.219$110.219$110.219FY 2022

$120.277$120.661$138.495$118.161FY 2023

$115.375$122.277$120.244$150.781FY 2024

$115.375$118.901$115.375$152.202FY 2025

$115.375$115.375$115.375$112.07FY 2026
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Elevating BPIA’s Hill Presence: 
Partnerships
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Kirin Kennedy
CEO/Founding Partner, KR Public Affairs

Kirin Kennedy is the Founder and Principal of KR Public Affairs, a boutique 
lobbying and policy firm that helps organizations, coalitions, and leaders shape 
legislation and public policy. She is a former senior advisor on Capitol Hill, 
including as a Senior Professional Staff member on the Senate Agriculture 
Committee focused on forestry and environmental regulation. 

Kirin brings deep experience across government relations, coalition strategy, and 
advocacy. She has led policy initiatives at national environmental, education, and 
civil rights organizations, with work spanning appropriations, climate, civil rights, 
immigration, and education. 

Kirin’s commentary has appeared in NBC News, E&E News, and NPR, and Kirin 
holds a B.S. in Geography (Physical & Environmental) from Penn State, with 
executive training at The Campaign School at Yale and The Management Center.
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Grower Adoption

Platform10
• Multi-year collaboration aimed at accelerating 

the adoption of biopesticides in specialty 
crops by conducting rigorous field trials and 
enhancing grower confidence. 

• Initiated by Western Growers and Wharf42, it 
seeks to address gaps in pest management 
and promote sustainable agricultural practices 
globally.
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Thank You

For questions or additional details, please contact:

John Dunmore – dunmore@bpia.org

Keith Pitts – kpitts@profarmgroup.com

Jeff Smith - jeff.smith@valent.com

Kirin Kennedy – kirin@krpublicaffairs.com


