
 
 

June 5, 2026 

 

The Honorable John Boozman 

Chair 

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 

United States Senate 

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar 

Ranking Member 

Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 

United States Senate 

Dear Chairman Boozman and Ranking Member Klobuchar: 

As the Senate considers reauthorization of the Farm Bill, the Food and Agriculture Climate 

Alliance (FACA) writes to highlight our shared Farm Bill priorities and express our hope that 

they are reflected in a bipartisan Farm Bill advanced through the Senate Committee on 

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

FACA is a diverse coalition of organizations spanning the food and agriculture value chain, 

united by the goal of advancing voluntary, incentive-based solutions that strengthen U.S. 

agriculture while addressing climate and natural resource challenges. At the core of our Farm 

Bill recommendations is the critical role that federal conservation programs play in helping 

farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners adopt practices that improve soil health, protect water 

quality, enhance resilience to extreme weather, and support long-term productivity. 

As you consider the conservation title and related provisions, FACA strongly urges the 

Committee to support robust investments in USDA conservation programs. Programs such as the 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), 

Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), and the Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program (RCPP) remain oversubscribed and are essential tools for producers who 

want to voluntarily implement conservation practices. FACA also strongly supports making 

additional investments in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), which has been operating 

under an extension for the past three years. We are facing a generational downturn in the farm 

economy, and maintaining robust, dedicated funding for these programs is vital to meeting 

producer demand and delivering environmental outcomes, while supporting farmers’ bottom 

line. 

In addition to providing new investments in conservation, FACA believes it is essential for the 

Farm Bill to address program delivery and implementation capacity. USDA’s ability to 

successfully deliver conservation programs depends on having sufficient, well-supported staff 
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and administrative resources, particularly as staffing conditions change and workloads increase. 

According to USDA’s Office of Inspector General report from December 2025, FSA county 

offices are estimated to have lost 1,082 employees (7% of staff), while NRCS lost approximately 

2,673 employees (22% of staff).  Ensuring these USDA agencies have the resources, workforce, 

and flexibility needed to provide timely program delivery of financial and technical assistance is 

critical to the effectiveness and credibility of conservation programs on the ground. 

The success of agricultural conservation efforts relies on continued support and investment in 

research, Extension, and innovation. The Farm Bill provides opportunities to support access to 

scientifically rigorous tools and information that aid in building resilience, mitigating 

environmental impacts, and increasing productivity. FACA continues to support strengthening 

USDA research systems, including the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, the 

Agricultural Research Service, and agriculture-related university experiment stations and 

research for farms and forests.  

A bipartisan Farm Bill that supports robust conservation funding and strengthens USDA’s 

capacity to deliver these programs will provide farmers and ranchers with certainty, choice, and 

confidence, while helping advance shared economic and environmental goals. FACA stands 

ready to work with the Committee as it advances this important legislation and appreciates your 

leadership in continuing the Farm Bill’s long-standing bipartisan tradition. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Food and Agriculture Climate Alliance (FACA) 

 

 

 


